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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE following Diſcourſes were delivered fome time ſince, 
in one of the Pariſh Churches of a very confiderable Town ; 
and are publiſhed (at the inſtance of many-who heard them) in 
the hope of counteratting the effetts of certain Doftrines of a 
very different tendency, which are making a rapid progreſs in 
that and other parts of theſe Kingdoms. 


— 


ON 


E L XR ( 


Matt, xx. 23. 


To ſit on my right hand and on my left, is not mine to give, 


but [it ſhall be given] to them for whom it is prepared of 
my FATHER 


j 


UR bleſſed Saviour, when his departure was now at 
| hand, being on his way to Feru/alem with the twelve 
Apoſtles, took occaſion to remind them of the ſufferings he 
was ſhortly to undergo, and of the dangers to which they 
would probably be expoſed as his followers. * The time,” 
ſays he, is now approaching, of which I have frequently 
* forewarned you already. We are now going up to Jeru- 
« ſalem, where, as the Will of God hath ordered it, I ſhall be 
« betrayed into the hands of the Chief Priefts and Elders, 
* who for ſome time have ſought my life, and by whom I 
* ſhall be delivered over to the Roman ſoldiers ; who, after 


B « inſulting 


( 2 ) 

« inſulting me, in their turn, with all manner of ignominy 
* and contempt, will at length put me to death as a com- 
mon malefactor. But mark what I ſay: On the third 
e day,” from that on which I ſhall ſuffer, J will riſe 
e again.” What Jeſus meant by the ſufferings he was to 
undergo, the Apoſtles, though ſo repeatedly admoniſhed, 
ſeemed at a loſs to comprehend. On his mentioning how- 
ever his 7i/ing again, they did conceive ſome obſcure hopes 
that, after all, he would yet manifeſt himſelf ere long with 
great power and glory, and eſtabliſh (as they ſtill fondly 
imagined) a temporal kingdom upon Earth. Hereupon, two 
of them, James and John, approaching him with Salome 
their mother, earneſtly intreated that, when this revolution 
in his affairs ſhould take place, they might have the chief 
ſeats of honour, and be placed in dignity next to his own 
perſon—** might fit, the one on his right hand, and the 
other on his left, in his kingdom.” Jeſus, pitying their 
blindneſs, gave them to underſtand that, in the notions 
which they had formed of the nature of his kingdom, as. 
well as of the conditions on which the rewards of it would 
be diſpenſed, they were grievouſly miſtaken. ** My king 
« dom,” ſays he, is not of this world,” but of a nature 
« intirely ſpiritual, conſiſting in the obedience of Men's. 
Wills to the Laws I have given. them; which ſhall be 


Compare Matt, xxvii. 56, with Mark xv, 40. 
« ſuitably 
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BY 


. ſuitably rewarded with happineſs in another life. And 


* though ye will probably ſuffer on my account, and as 
* cruel a death perhaps as my ſelf; and ſhall be intitled to a 
* ſhare of glory and happineſs in that other life, in pro- 
portion to your conſtancy and perſeverance, yet theſe diſ- 
* tinions are not at my diſpoſal, in the way of arbitrary 
* choice, but ſhall be conferred with a ſtrict regard to the 
« perſonal qualifications of the ſeveral claimants :—*<** To fit 
© on my right hand and on my left is not mine to give, 
but to thoſe for whom it is prepared of my FATHER.” 


The 1 of the words explained, let us next inquire 


into the meaning of the ſeveral expreſſions made uſe of i in 
them, 


1 Firſt then, our Saviour: ſpeaking of the diſtinctions of | 


honour and pre-eminence which ſhall take place in his fu- 


ture kingdom, ſays that they are not bis to give: Whence 
ſome may have been led to conclude that he hereby diſ- 


claims all participation in the diſtribution of the rewards of 


another life; referring the ſeveral competitors to the de- 


ciſion of an higher tribunal: And in this they think them- 
ſelves juſtified by the latter part of this paſſage, which ſeems 


to be ſet in oppoſition to the former; and in which our Sa- 
viour, after ſaying that the pre-eminence there ſolicited was 
* not Bis to give, adds, . but it ſhall be given to them for 

| 2 «© whom 


1 


E 4) 


«© whom gps prepared of my Fa TRHER. EIn the original 


text of this Scripture however there is no ſuch oppoſition in 


the terms. The words, as we find them there, run thus; 


„ To lit on my right hand and on my left is not mine to 


“ give, except to thoſe for whom it is prepared of my Fa- 


„ ther*.” By which our Saviour does not diſclaim his right 
to that judgment which, we all know, is © committed to 
% him of the Father; but only declares that, in the ex- 


exciſe of this right, he ſhall not be influenced by any partial 


regards; but be ſolely governed by, and exactly conform 
himſelf to, what he knows to be the Will of his Father, by 
whoſe authority he acts ;—that neither had the Father au- 
thoriſed him, nor conſequently was he at liberty, to diſpoſe 
of them but to perſons of a certain deſcription,—v1z. 


| 2dly, « To them for whom they are prepared; which 
is therefore another expreſſion whoſe import is to be con- 
ſidered ; and the explanation of which I propoſe indeed for 


the principal ſubje& of the following Diſcourſe. For the 


word prepare, implying, in the literal ſenſe of it, a previous 
determination of the end alluded to, and the taking mea- 


D 


d Oux ks ijudr ra, A ofs router: Where the words, hall be given,” 
which occur in our Eng liſb verſion, are not found: where alſo the conjunction aaas 
is not to be rendered /d, but ai, except. As in Mar. ix. 8. where Oud tra ider 


A lues v, is, by our tranſlators, rightly rendered, They ſaw no man * 
60 Jeſus only.“ © Joh, v. 22. 
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ſures beforehand for the accompliſhment of it, may be inter- 
preted by ſome as favouring a very miſtaken notion that the 
rewards of another life have been fore-appointed to certain 
perſons, who have therefore been elected to the enjoyment 


of them: And moreover, becauſe, in another paſſage of this 


Goſpel, e the bleſſed of God” are called upon to inherit 
<* the kingdom prepared for them from the foundation of 
& the world d;“ that therefore this election of them hath 
been by a decree antecedent to their very exiſtence.—In 
order then to throw as much light upon this ſubject as the 


limits of a ſingle Diſcourſe will admit, I ſhall endeavour to 
eſtabliſh the following Truths _ 


It. That, with reſpect to. oh falvation of parti per- 
ſons, there is nothing predetermined i in the counſels of God, 
as far as they are revealed to us in Scripture: But that God, 
having declared the merhod in which he intends to bring 
men to ſalvation ; and the conditions on which they ſhall ob- 
tain it; hath thereby left it in every Man's power, and in- 
deed thereby made it every Man's bufinefs, to © work out his 


c gn SaJvation.” 


lay. That the e ſo Ann being the only 
ones on which Salvation is to be obtained, no man can. 


/ 
Matt. xxv. 34. 


reckon 


(6) 


reckon himſelf of the number of thoſe for whom the re- ; 

— wards of another life are prepared, but he who hath con- 3 
3 formed himſelf to thoſe conditions by a ſincere obedience to 1 
the Will of God in the courſe of an holy and virtuous life. | 1 

Whence will appear Y | 

IIIdly, What is the true, genuine doctrine of the paſſage 3 

before us; viz. That, though ** the Father hath com- F 

«© mitted all judgment to the Son *©,”—hath *« ordained him 1 

e to be the Judge of quick and dead :“ — And though, in I 

conſequence of this, the diſtinctions of honour. and reward 3 

in another life ſhall literally “ be his to give; yet that, in Y 

the diſtribution which ſhall then take place, it will appear 3 

\ that they © are not his to give, except to thoſe for whom J 

te they are prepared of his Father:” And that they for 1 

whom they are prepared of his Father, are ſuch only as 4H 
have gualified themſelves for the participation of them in 1 

the manner already mentioned. I 
FirsT, I ſay that, with reſpect to the ſalvation of par- i I 
ticular perſons, there 1s nothing predetermined in the counſels 2 

of God, as far as they are revealed to us in Scripture : But b 

that God, having declared the method in which he intends 3 

to bring men to ſalvation, and the conditions on which they 4 

e Joh, v. 22. Act. x. 42: Xvi. 31. | 
S 7 ſhall £ 
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Hall obtain it, hath thereby left it in every man's Newer, 
and indeed hath thereby made it every man's buſineſs, to 
work out his own ſalvation.“ 


The RENE language of Scripture on this head is, that 
God is no reſpecter of perſons s, —that ** he would have 
„ afl men to be ſaved b, and © is not willing that any 
«© ſhould periſh'.” The medium alſo through which ſal- 
vation is offered, vis. the © Redemption that is in Jeſus 
* Cliiſt *,“ is repeatedly declared to be of univerſal extent 
and application. He gave himſelf a ranſom for al/! :''— 
« He is the propitiatory,” 1. e. the ground or mean of re- 
conciliation, for the ſins of the whole world >,” —a benefit 
therefore of which all are equally at liberty to avail them- 
ſelves.—Farther; he hath laid down certain conditions on 
which this great ſalvation” may be obtained; with which 
it is in every man's power to comply; and on which there- 
fore every man may obtain it if he will: And hath clearly 
and peremptorily declared that, “ in the day in which he 
« will judge the World by that Man whom he hath ordain- 
« ed,” he will circumſtantially inquire who have qualified. 
themſelves by the obſervance of thoſe conditions, and who. 
have not; and will aſſign them their reſpective portions ac- 
cordingly 3—by % recompenſing every man according to his. 


* AR. x. 34. Row. 3 ii. 11, &c. h 1 Tim. ii. 4. 12 pet. M. 9. 
& Rom. iii. 24. 1 1 Tim. ii. 6. m Rom. iii. 25: 1 Joh. ii. 2.—iv. 10. 


&- 2078 <> 


5 135 


z work": When therefore every man ſhall receive his 
ce own reward according to his own labour *;” and © what- 
& ſoever he hath / ſhall then alſo accordingly reap ?.” 
In other words; When, as every man's conduct hath been in 
the preſent life, ſhall be the portion thenceforth to be 
aſſigned him in another ; the wicked going away into ever- 
laſting puniſhment, but the righteous into lie eternal 4,” 


Now, after theſe ſolemn and explicit declarations on God's 
part—that * he would have all men to be ſaved” that he 
hath provided the means of ſalvation for the benefit of all 
alike—and that all who gualify themſelves according to the 
conditions he hath laid down ſhall actually chin ſalvation 
we have every aſſurance we can wiſh, or that God himſelf 
indeed can give, that, if we appear before him with the 

qualifications he hath required, we ſhall meet with the ac- 
ceptance he hath promiſed : And conſequently, that nothing 
hath been predetermined by him concerning the ſalvation of 
any man zndependently of his own conduct; but that, having 
ſtated the metbod by which he intends to bring men to ſal- 
vation, and the conditions on which they may obtain it, he 
hath left it in every man's power, and indeed made it every. 
man's buſineſs, to work out his own ſalyation,” 


„Matt. xvi. 27. Rom. ii. 6, &c * 1 Cor. iii. 8. Gal. vi. 7. 
1 Matt. xxv. 46. ; | | 
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In the diſpoſal of certain temporal, national privileges, in- 
deed (as when he preferred T/aac to Iſhmael, and afterwards, 
the children of Jacob to thoſe of Eſau, to be the inheritors 
of the land of Canaan, and the fathers and founders of the 
Jewiſh Church: And when he admitted the Gentiles into the 
memberſhip of his viſible Church, in excluſion of the Jews ; 
—and all this 1n conſequence of a reſolution taken before the 
parties reſpectively concerned in this preference were born 
—]n all theſe caſes, I ſay) God did profeſſedly act in con- 
ſequence of his own mere purpoſe of election; and what he 
did was, not in conſideration of their works, but of his own 
Will, who called them to theſe privileges. But then, his 
calling or election had no relation to the bleſſings of eternal 
life. It was a calling or election of one ſet of perſons in 
preference to another, to certain external privileges—to ſuch 


Privileges as they afterwards migbt, and, in the caſe of the 


Jews in particular, actually did, forfeit and were deprived 
of; which could not have been the caſe if they had hereby 
been elected to eternal life. We cannot therefore argue 
from the proceedings of God in theſe inſtances, in which 
mere temporary favors were to be diſpenſed according to 


the good pleaſure of the donor, to the motives by which 


he will be governed in diſtributing the rewards and 
puniſhments of another life, where juſtice alſo is to be con- 


Rom. ix. 11. from Gen. xxv. 23. 


© TD ſulted. 


0 


„ 


ſulted. We cannot conclude that, becauſe he hath elected 
ſome to the participation of certain preſent advantages, in 
preference to others who however are not injured thereby; 
that, in matters of future concern, he will elect one ſet of 
men to ſalvation, and conſign the reſt to © everlaſting de- 
e ſirudion from his preſence,” without any regard to their 
reſpective qualifications; and this too after having declared 
himſelf in the moſt direct and intelligible terms to the con- 


trary—namely, that, when Judgment for this purpoſe ſhall 


take place, it will be regulated by the conſideration of every 


particular perſon's deferts, and by that alone.——1 would 
now obſerve 


'SzconDLyY—That the conditions fo declared being the only 
ones on which ſalvation is to be obtained, no man can reckon 
himſelf of the number of thoſe for whom the Rewards of 


another life are prepared, but he who hath conformed him- 
ſelf to thoſe conditions by a ſincere obedience to the Will of 


God in the courſe of an holy and virtuous life. 


This indeed is but a natural and obvious conſequence of 
what hath been proved already : For, if the rewards of 
another life are not to be obtained but in that way, and on 
thoſe conditions, which God hath preſcribed in the Goſpel— 
If, for inſtance, ** glory, and honour, and immortality,” are not 
to be obtained but by thoſe who ſeck” them by ** well- 

% doing,” 


4 4 I 
« doing,” and © by patient continuance in well-doing” too *; 
then, no man can conſider theſe bleſſings as prepared for 
him, but as he hath walked in this way, and performed theſe 
conditions. Though therefore the word, prepared, does in- | 
deed imply a previous deſignation of the thing ſpoken of; 
and, in the preſent inſtance, a deſignation of it from the be- 
ginning of all things; yet it only implies a deſignation of 
the thing—it does not imply that the perſons for whom 
this deſignation is made, and theſe bleſſings prepared, are 
arbitrarily and unconditionally choſen and appointed to the 
enjoyment of them. No! The Rewards are indeed pre- 
fared, and have been prepared from all eternity; but they 
are prepared only for thoſe who ſhall have prepared them- 
febves for the rewards. And this is plainly ſuppoſed to be 
the caſe in every paſſage of Scripture in which the ſame ex- 
preſſion is made uſe of. Thus, when our Saviour repreſents 
himſelf as ſitting in judgment, and calling upon © the 
e bleſſed of his Father to inherit the kingdom prepared for 
te them from the foundation of the World; Who are theſe 
&« bleſſed of his Father,” for whom this kingdom hath been 
ſo long prepared? Not a ſet of perſons whom the Father 
had fore-appointed to this happineſs without reſpect to their 
conduct; but the good and virtuous, who, he foreknew would 
render themſelves deſerving of it by their conduct; for to 
N | | | | 


5 Rom. ii. * : t Matt, xx, 32=34: 


| "C'S theſe 


Lis 3 


theſe only, after ſeparating them from the wrcked, are theſe 
words ſuppoſed to be ſpoken. —Thus again, when he told 
certain of his followers, a little before he ſuffered, that he 
was going to prepare a place for them in his Father's 
<« houſe" ;”*—Who are they to whom this promiſe, ſo full 
of comfort, is addrefſed ? Not perſons indiſcriminately and 
arbitrarily taken from the multitude of thoſe who had em- 
braced the profeſſion of his Goſpel; but his faithful and 
true Diſciples; the voluntary companions of his ſolitude, 
and partakers of his ſufferings; whoſe conſtancy and fide- 
lity had been tried and approved in a long and ſteady perſe- 
verance in the belizf of what he taught, and the practice of 
what he commanded. —Finally, when St. Paul ſpeaks of the 
« things which God hath prepared; and which he deſcribes. 
as what Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of Man to conceive ;” for whom 
doth he tell us theſe excellent things are prepared ? Not for 
any that have been elected to the participation of them by a 
ſovereign decree of their Maker, originating in his own mere 
Will, independently of their character and conduct; but, as is 
expreſsly declared, for them that /ove and obey him,“ 
and for them only.—So that whatever the word, prepared, 
may be thought to imply of an antecedent decree, of a pur- 
pole long fince formed, reſpecting a future ſcene of things, 


». Joh, xiv. 2. v 1 Cor, ii. 9. 


and 
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and the glory, honour, and happineſs which ſhall then and 


there be revealed ; yet nothing is therein implied reſpecting 


any particular perſons for whom this preparation is made, 


and on whom this glory, honour, and happineſs 1s to be 
conferred: This remains. to be determined by the perſons 
themſelves, as they ſeverally come into life, and conduct them- 
ſelves in their paſſage through it. So that none can reckon 
themſelves of the number of thoſe for whom theſe glorious 


rewards are prepared, but they who have conducted them- 
ſelves in ſuch a manner as to deſere them. 


And this is not only agreeable to the whole tenor of 
Scripture, ſo far as our Saviour ſpake openly and directiy to 
his followers upon the ſubject of a future ſtate ; but to his. 
own inter pretation of the ſeveral Parables which he ſpake 
with reference to this point.— Thus, whether the alluſion 
was to the produce of a Field, where good ſeed and fares 


ſpring vp together—Or, to the ſame produce gathered into 


the Barn, where till the floor is purged, the beat and Cha 
lye in one promiſcuous heap—Or, to a © Net caſt into the 
e ſea, which gathered of every kind” We are-conſtantly 
reminded: of the ſeparation that is made, in each caſe, be- 
tween what is good and what is bad; and as conſtantly told 
that ſo alſo ſhall it be in the end of the World *;” when. 


* Matt, xiii. 30, 40, 49. 


there 


(14 3 
there ſhall indeed be a reſurrection both of the juſt and of 
«© the umjuſt ; (i. e. when there ſhall be gathered to- 
« gether of every kind”) but that a ſcrutiny ſhall take place, 

in which the different qualities of Men ſhall be diſtinguiſhed, 
an impartial judgment paſſed, and a final ſeparation made, 
thenceforth for ever, of the former from the latter :— 
When, in like manner as Men, at preſent, diſtinguiſb and 
ſelect, and preſerve what is valuable and uſeful, but caſt away 
or deſtroy what is wortble/s and good for nothing, even fo ſhall 
they themſelves be dealt with and diſpoſed of by the great 
Searcher of hearts—When they only, who ſhall be ac- 
counted worthy to obtain that World,” ſhall be preſerved 
_ unto. life eternal; while they that have neglected to qualify 
themſelves for it, ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting de- 
ſtruction from the preſence of God * e this time then 


may appear 


TRI RDLY, What is the true, genuine doctrine of the 
paſſage before us; viz. That, although © the Father hath 
committed all judgment unto the Son,” —and although, in 
conſequence of this, the diſtinctions of honour and reward in 
another life will be literally “is to give; yet that, in the 
diſtribution which ſhall then take place, it will appear that 
e they are not his to give, except to them for whom _ are 


V Act. xxiv. 15. a 2 The. i. 9. | 
* prepared 


„ 
e prepared of his Father — And that they for whom they 
are prepared of his Father, are ſuch only as ſhall have gua- 
fied themſelves for the participation of them in the manner 
already mentioned. | 


That CuR1sT is the perſon ** ordained of God to be the 
ce Judge of qui k and dead,” we are repeatedly told in va- 
rious paſſages of Scripture *: And, to obviate every doubt 
that might ariſe concerning the rule of his judgment, -it is 
here declared that, in the ditcharge of that office, as he ſhall 
act under the authority, ſo he ſhall be guided by the will of his 
Father —of © Gop the judge of all *:”—and therefore that, 
in diſpenſing the rewards he ſhall then be commiſſioned to 
diſpenſe, and which will, in zhat ſenſe be bis to give,” he 
| ſhall beſtow them on thoſe, and on thoſe only, for whom 
d they are prepared of his Father; that is, as hath been 
. ſufficiently ſhewn already, on thoſe who ſhall have prepared 
themſelves for the reward. Election unto life, on any other 
grounds, is no where ſpoken of in Scripture. We read in- 
deed of perſons being called and elected by a ſovereign act of 
the divine Will; but this is always to be underſtood of calling 
or electing, not particular perſons to a ſtate of Salvation; but 
nations or bodies of Men (as the Jeus firſt, and afterwards the 
Gentiles) from a ſtate of ignorance and idolatry to the 


2 Joh. v. 22. Act. x. 42; xvii. 31. Rom. ii. 16, &c. v» Heb: xii. 23. 


knowlege 


6 


knowlege of the true God. This is done indeed with a view 
to their Salvation; but none are ſpoken of as elected unto 
Salvation in their ſeveral perſons individually, but ſuch as, in 
conſequence of their being / called, and of “ having the 
s promiſe” annexed to ſuch calling, have alſo, in their ſeveral 
perſons, individually, endeavoured to - perfect holineſs in the 
% fear of God ©.” All, to whom the Goſpel hath been 
preached, are indeed called and elected into a ſtate which 
furniſhes them with the means of Salvation; but to none is 
Salvation a&ually promiſed, but to thoſe who, by a proper 
uſe of thoſe means, ſhall have endeavoured to work it out” 
for themſelves, and to make their calling and election 


e ee On a review of what hath been ſaid, it is ob- 
vious in the | | | 


w 


aſt place, That, if © God is no reſpefer of perſons,” but 
hath left every man's future happineſs to depend upon his 
own preſent conduct; then, none of thoſe paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, in which perſons are ſpoken of as predeſtinated, called, 
and elected by the mere Will of God, can poſſibly be inter- 

preted of an Election unto life eternal: For this were to 
repreſent God, after telling his Creatures that the Way of 
Life was open to them all, as telling them, at the ſame time, 
that a certain number only were to be admitted to the ex- 


© 2 Cor, wi. = 4 2 Pet. i. 10. 


cluſion 


cluſion of all the reft, and by a decree antecedent even to their 
birth. — That there are perſons ſpoken of in Scripture as the 
elect of God, meaning thereby ſuch as are elected unto glory, 
and happineſs, and life eternal, is very certain; but then theſe 
are never ſaid to have attained that ſtate through any arbi- 
trary preference, or previous decree of God, but by their own 
endeavours in the uſe of thoſe means which he had vouchſafed 
as conducive thereto.—In a word, there are tuo ſorts of 
Calling or Election ſpoken of in Scripture; 1ſt, The Elec- 
tion unto ſome particular preſent, temporal favor or privi- 
lege; and, adly, The election unto future glory: And the 
following may ſerve as a key for diſtinguiſhing, wherever 
thoſe terms occur, to which kind of Election that particular 
paſſage of Scripture, in which they occur, hath reference.— 
Thus, when you read of any perſons being called or elected 
of the ſele © will of him that calleth,“ without any con- 
ſideration of what they had done, and merely that his 
« purpoſe according to election might ſtand , - and becauſe 
< he will have mercy on whom he will have mercy , you 
may depend upon it that it is only meant of an election to 
ſome preſent, temporal favor or privilege : On the other hand, 
when you meet with any that are called the ele& of God, as 
having been faithful and obedient; that is, in conſequence 
and en of a life of good works*, it is then to be 
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underſtood of an election to happineſ and ghry. —And, if 
the general doctrine of Chriſtianity, and the ſcope of par- 
ticular Writers on theſe ſubjects, had been duly and care- 
fully attended to, the force of this diſtinction would have 
been obvious; for want of which it hath unfortunately 
happened that they who are unlearned, and withal 
e unable, have wreſted theſe,” as they have alſo * other 


& Scriptures , to meanings deſtructive of all true Religion 
and — 


e Anvthar thing to be rel from what hath been 
ſaid, is the neceſſity of preferving ſuch a due impreſſion of 
theſe truths upon our minds, as may grow up into, and 
become, a principle of action. Let us remember, as none is 
before or after another in the eſtimation of Gop, but as he 
does, or neglcts to do, his will—as there is no poſſibility of 
c entering into fe” unleſs we Keep his commandments — 

of what great importance it is that we make his Vill and 
his Commaniments the rule of our Conducm. We are all 
called to the external privilege of being members of Chriſt's 
uche Church and Kingdom upon Earth : Our buſineſs 
then, as ſuch, is, ſo to conduct ourſelves in his ſervice, as 
that we fail not finally of being cheſen into his kingdom in 
Heaven. It is a reproach indeed to common ſenſe to ſup- 


da Pet. iii. 16. : © Matt, aix. 17. 
poſe 


4 ä \ 


poſe that LaGnite Wiſdom ſhould confer it's favors upon 
any that have not endeavoured to deſerve them; and it is 
accordingly declared, on the authority of infinite Wiſdom, 
that, even of thoſe who have embraced and do profeſs the 
Religion of Chriſt, none “ ſhall enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven, but they that ſhall have done the Will of his 
6 Father who is in Heaven”. pt 
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Rom. iii. 2 8. 


Man is jufiifed by Fal rn, without the Dees of [the]. 


T muſt be obvious to every one, who is the leaſt con- 

verſant with the writings of the Apoſtles, that the 
Fuſtification of Man, or the acceptance of him with God as a 
juſt perſon, is, in different parts of thoſe Writings, /zemingly 
put upon a very different footing: Whence confufion and 
obſcurity have been charged upon the Scriptures. by thoſe 
who are 10 friends to Revelation, and dificulties thrown in 
the way of ſincere and well-diſpoſed Chriſtians, deſtructive 


of the peace, and, in many inſtances, of the morality. and 7 
GO of POTN. 
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Thus, in the Text, and other paſſages of the ſame 
Writer, we are told that“ Man is juſtified by FAI TE, 
% without the Deeds of Law *;” that is, without previous 
obedience to aꝝy Law—that ABRAHAM . believed God, and 
ce it was counted to him for Righteouſneſs *'—that, to him 
« that worketh not, provided he believetb, his Fal TH is 
ce reckoned for RicuTEousNEss®;”—that, by the Works 
of [the] Law ſhall no fleſh be zu/ifed; but by the 
« Fairtn of Jeſus Chriſt ”—and finally, that No man 


eis juſtified by [the] _ for that the 7u/ mall live by 
“% Falr k!.“ 


On the other hand we find it declared no leſs poſitively, 
that, though a Man ſay he hath Fal TH, yet if he hath 
* not Works, it profiteth nothing ; for that Fal rn, if it 
„ hath not Wokks is dead. — That © by Works a man is 

*« juſtified, and not by Fal TH orly*”—and that * Abraham 
* our father was juſtified by Works *.”—Accordingly, we 
are commanded to add to our FaiTn, Virtue to 
“ maintain and be fruitful in every good wor and, 
finally, notwithſtanding what is ſaid of our being © ſaved 
« and ſaſtiſed by Far rH' (through the grace or favour of 
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God) to ** give diligence,” by the concurrence of our o 
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endeavours, ** to make our calling and election fare. 


Hence that confuſion and obſcurity which it is the in- 
tention of the preſent Diſcourſe to remove; by ſhewing 
that the Apoſtles are not inconſiſtent with themſelves, or 
one another, when they tell us at one time, that a Man may 
be © ju/irfied by FaiTH alone,” yet affirm, on other occa- 
ſions, that © they which belteve” are indiſpenſibly obliged 
to © maintain good WORKS. 


1. And firſt, I would have it obſerved that theſe ſeeming 
Contrarieties occur in the Epiſtles of St. Paul ozly : Which, 
having been written, for the moſt part, with a view to cer- 
tain controverſies and diſputes that had ariſen in the Church 
relative to the terms on which different nations and bodies 
of people ſhould be ſaved, contain various diſtinctions of 
perſons and fituations, which he found himſelf obliged to 
make, in order to ſolve the difficulties which thoſe Contro- 
verſies had given birth to. For, look into the Gosyer, 
which was profeſſedly written to inform us © what we 
* ſhould do to be ſaved,” and you will find every thing that 
relates to this matter laid down with the greateſt clearneſs 
and conſiſtency.— Thus, Jobn the Baptiſt, who was the 
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forerunner of Chriſt, and was ſent to declare the intention of 


his coming, preached Repentance :—** Repent ye, for the 


e kingdom of Heaven is at hand en:“ that is, Reform your 
lives and manners, for the Chriſtian Religion is going to be 
eſtabliſhed, wherein nothing but repentance and future obe- 
dience will be accepted by God unto ſalvation. When Yeſus 
himſelf came forward, and began to preach,” it was in the 
very ſame words; to which he added however the farther 
condition of Faith. This indeed is a condition which it 
was but natural to expect would be © demanded by the 


founder of a new Religion; who, having once eſtabliſhed 


* his claim to be a meſſenger ſent from God, by fulfilling 


** Prophecies, and working Miracles, could not be ſuppoſed 


to offer the benefits he was authoriſed to confer, but to 
* ſuch as ſhould own his Commiſſion, and believe on his 
Name. Accordingly, his language was, Repent ye, 
«< and believe the Goſpel v. — And, on another occaſion— 
« This is the work of God”—the work ye have to do, as 


acceptable to God and neceſſary to your own. ſalvation 


« that ye believe on him whom he hath ſent ? attend to 
his doctrine, and obey his inſtructions. 


With regard then to the terms of ſalvation, the Gosyer 


is undeniably free from obſcurity.—And here I cannot help 
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obſerving, by the way, that, if plain men would be con- 
tent to learn their Duty from his, inſtead of puzzling and 

« perplexing themſelves with other parts of Scripture, which 
they do not underſtand, and which it is not expected of 
them that they Should underſtand,” (as being written on 
occaſion of the various diſputes which the Apoſtles had with 
Jeus and Gentiles, and Judaixing Chriſtians) © we ſhould not 
© hear of ſo many complaints about the confuſion and in- 
« conſiſtency in which theſe terms are ſuppoſed to be in- 
© volved. Theſe, as we have juſt ſeen, are Fal TH and Re- 
* PENTANCE; or, in other words, a profeſſion of belief” in 
s Teſus, as the Meſſiah who had been foretold; and, in 
* conſequence of ſuch profeſſion, ©* Repentance from dead 
„Works to ſerve the living God ©,” In underſtanding theſe 

terms there is no difficulty; In aſcertaining them our Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles will be found invariably to agree; 
Nor indeed can there be any diſpute about them, but ſuch 


as ariſes from other cauſes than thoſe i in which the Goſpel 


G 
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2. And indeed, as I would have it obſerved in the next 
place, St. Paul, in whoſe writings theſe difficulties princi- 
pally occur, could not mean to ſet forth other terms of fal- 
vation than thoſe which had been already laid down by his 
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great Maſter in his Goſbel. His bfineſs was to preach and 
inculcate that Goſpel. ** To this,” he tells us, © he was 
te ſeparated*,” or purpoſely ſet apart—that a neceſſity was 
laid upon him to preach it *”—and, on another occa- 
fion, that he had fully preached it” through a great part 
of the Roman empire *.—Now, if this Apoſtle not only con- 
fidered himſelf as indiſpenſibly obliged to preach the Goſpel ; 
but alſo as having fully diſcharged his duty in this matter; it 
is plain he could never intend to ſpeak of acceptance unto 
ſalvation as attainable on any ether terms than thoſe which 
that Goſpel had laid down : And conſequently, that, when- 
ever he ſeems to do ſo, it muſt be accounted for from ſome 
particular incidents which led him, on that particular occa- 
ſion, to reaſon as he did. 


3. Some indeed *, in order to account for this, have ſup- 
- Poſed that, becauſe believing is the firſt and fundamental re- 
quiſite in the GosPtr,—and, becauſe it is a capital doctrine 
thereof that we are ſaved by the Grace of God, and not for 
our own deſervings, therefore Faith? and Grice * are uſed 
by St. Paul as general terms to ſignify the Goſpel it ſelf. 
Again; becauſe the Jewiſh converts inſiſted ſo much upon 

the works of their ceremonial Law ; therefore, by Law and 
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| Works he only meant to characteriſe the Jewiſh Religion *: 
_ Conſequently, that, when he ſays we are “ juſtified by 
« Faith* and Grace ©,” he means no more than to ſay that 
we ſhall be accepted, through the favor of God, on the 
terms of the Goſpel; namely, Faith including Good Works, 
without a compliance with the works of the Jeuiſb Law. 
And this does certainly make him- conſiſtent with himſelf 
in inſiſting upon the neceſſity of maintaining good works *;” 
and alſo with Sr. James, when he affirms that Faith 
«© without Works profiteth nothing *.” 


But this will not rid us of the difficulty. For St. Paul 
ſays expreſsly that Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs unto 
e him that worketh not, provided he beleveth ;“ and that 
« by the works of any Law there ſhall no fle be juſtified :; 
which is ſaying, in other words, that Man is juſtified by 
Faith alone. Now the Apoſtle could never mean to ſay that 
Man is juſtified by Faith alone, excluſive of any Works; and 
to tell us at the ſame time, that by F aith alone he meant the 
Goſpei-Faith, which, we all know, does include Works of 
moral righteouſneſs. This would have been a mode of ex- 
_ preſſing himſelf very unworthy of fo able a reaſoner as our 

Apoſtle. And hence the nee of looking out for ſome 
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bettet way of removing the difficulty; that ſo we may make 
the Scriptures appear to be what * they are in truth (when 
rightly underſtood, by comparing” one paſſage with 


- another, * ſpiritual things with ſpiritual®,”) perfectly On- 
ſiſtent with themſelves. } 


4. The truth of the matter then is this. When the 
Apoſtles were ſent forth to preach the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation both to Jew and Gentile, they declared to all who 
ſhould repent and embrace the Goſpel, that they ſhould 
thereupon be admitted into a ſtate of pardon and recon- 
ciliation with God. The Few, who had been accuſtomed 
to regard every Nation beſide his own as altogether unworthy 
of the divine notice and protection (on any other condition, 
at leaſt, than that of their firſt profeſſing themſelves of his 
Religion, and ſubmitting to the obſervance of the Law of 
Moſes) obſtinately oppoſed this doctrine; and hereupon aroſe - 
& no ſmall diſſenſion and diſputation.” In this ſtate of 
the buſineſs, Sr. Paul, who was particularly “ ſeparated to 
« be the Miniſter of Chriſt unto the Gentiles *,” entered 
into this Controverſy himſelf; his deſign being to vindicate 
the claim of his Heathen Converts, and to ſhew that, 
through Faith in the Meſſiah, they had as good a title to all 
the benefits and advantages of God's peculiar people, as the 
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Fews had formerly by. virtue of the covenant with Abra- 
bam; and, conſequently, an equal right to be admitted into 
the kingdom of God under the Meſiab, with themſelves.— 


The method in which he argues the point on their behalf, 
is this: 


The deſcendents: of ABRAHAM, whether Je or Gentile, 
can expect juſtification, or acceptance with God, on n0 
other ground or principle than that on which this“ Father 
« of the faithful ®” himſelf was juſtified, Now Abraham 
himſelf was originally juſtified by Faith—not Faith, as in- 
cluding the works of any Law (for the Law of Circumciſion, 
by which his d-/cendents were to be made the peculiar peo- 
ple of God, was not yet eſtabliſhed—the Jewiſh Law not 
until four hundred and thirty years after— and with reſpect 
to the Law of Morality, the only Law then in being, he was 
an 1dolater) and conſequently, by Fal TH alone. When God 
firſt called him, he made him certain promiſes; ſuch as, that 
« he would make of him a great Nation” —would * bleſs 
« him”—and that, “ in him ſhould // the families of the 
« Earth be blefſed".” ABRAHAM xelied with confidence 
on theſe promiſes : © He believed God,” that he would per- 
form what he had thus promiſed; and this his belief ** was 
counted to him for righteouſneſs *;” 1. e. he was, on this 
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account, and on this account alone, accepted of God as a 
righteous perfon.—In like manner then, if his deſcendents, 
whether Jews or Gentiles, are to expect juſtification on 9 
_ other condition, and may expect it on 1518; it follows of courſe 

that Converts to Chriſtianity, on their fir/t call from Judaiſm 
or Gentiliſm (as he, on bis, from J1dlatry) may expect to be 
-juſtified on account of their Faith in the promiſes of God 
made to them in Cbriſi, and of that alone, without the 
*& deeds of the Law;” 1. e. not only without the deeds or 


works of the Jewiſb Law, but, as appears from what hath 
been ſaid already, of any other Law whatſoever . 


And indeed, with regard to Works of Morality, the 
Jew and GENTILE were preciſely in the ſame fituation. 
The Gentiles, we are told, were “ filled with all manner of 
* unrighteouſneſs and wickedneſs a. The Jews, who 
condemned them on this account, are ſaid to have done 
the ſame things r; and, however they “ gloried in their 
& Law,“ to have diſhonoured God,” and to have 
c cauſed his Name to be blaſphemed,” i. e. to have brought 
a reproach upon Religion, by breaking 1t*.” They had 
no works therefore to boaſt of as a title to acceptance: 
And accordingly, the Apoſtle tells us that, by works of 
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« Law,” i. e. of any Law, but particularly the Law of 
Morality, ** there ſhould 20 fleſh (neither Few nor Gentile) 
te be juſtified .“ | 


The ſum of the Apoſtle's argument then, as it lies before 
us in the five firſt Chapters of this his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
is briefly this, v/z. that all Men (ſpeaking of thoſe not yet 
converted to Chriſtianity) being /nners, none of them could 
claim acceptance with God on account of their Works :— 
Yet that ſuch of them as ſhould be/zeve on Feſus Chriſt, and 
embrace his Goſpel, ſhould, on account of that Fazth, 
without any conſideration had of their paſt lives, and, even 
though they had been the greateſt of Sinners before, through 
the grace or . favour of God, (which, at any rate, and on any | 
ſuppoſition indeed, is neceſſary to our acceptance) be 74 
tiſied, or accepted by him. 


The doctrine of St. Paul then 1s clear beyond a doubt, 
viz. that ©, we are ju/iified by Faith; and that without 
Works of any kind, even works of moral righteouſneſs. But 
we ſhall preſently ſee this matter cleared up to our ſatiſ- 
faction i 

t Locke and T; aylor, as above. 
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5. For, it is to be conſidered in the next place, of OR 
perſons this Juſtification by Fairy without Works is ſpoken, 
and to what points it extends. For there are 7200 ſorts of 
Juſtification ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, namely, a firt, and 
a final Juſtification ; and they are b diſtinguiſhed mn - 
their "4 woe and ene, 


The fr/7 (and that indeed which is the chief ſubject of 
St. Paul's argument when he treats of Juſtification at all) 
is that by which the Unconverted are admitted into the 
fellowſhip of Chriſt's Church, or made members of the 
Chriſtian community: The ſecond, that, whereby they who 
are thus become Chriſtians, ſhall, after having duly quali- 
fied themſelves for it, be put into poſſeſſion of eternal life 
The ii, their being made members of the kingdom of 
God on Earth : the ſecond, their being admitted into, and 
made partakers of, his kingdom in Heaven.—The fist 
therefore hath, for it's Objects, the unconverted in general: 
The ſecond hath reſpect unto good Men only; and is reſerved 
Jer good men of every denomination. — The i is going on 
 akways—now, in this preſent time, as the Apoſtle expreſſes 
it”: The ſecond does not take place until the laſt day, when 
God ſhall judge and recompenſe Men according to their 
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Works; and when they only ſhall be partakers of it, who 
ſhall have © fought it by a patient continuance in well- 
* doing. —To the it, nothing is neceſſary but Faith, 
without any regard to Works, even of Morality ; ſince, how- 
ever wicked any Heathen had been, his paſt Wickedneſs was 
no bar to his admittance into the Church of Chriſt, provided 
he believed: And accordingly, upon this general profeſſion 
of Faitb in Chriſt, it was, that the Apoſtles baptized, 1. e. 
admitted into the Church of Chriſt, the firſt Converts *. 
This is therefore that acceptance which is intended by Sz. 
Paul, when he ſpeaks, ſo repeatedly as he does, of our be- 
ing J. ified by Faith without the Works of any Law y. — 
He means that rt kind of Juſtification or acceptance, 
whereby Converts, whether Jeus or Gentiles, whether of his 
own, or any ſucceeding times, ſhould be admitted into the 
body of Chriſt's vi/ible Church in this preſent World. And 
this is indeed, (as I have obſerved before) the main drift of 


St. Paul's argument when he treats of this ſubject of Juſti- 
fication in any of his Epiſtles. 


But now, to FR hel acceptance unto eternal Salvation in 
the kingdom of Heaven, of thoſe who, by virtue of their 
Faith, are already members of his viſible Church on Earth, 
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ſomething farther is neceſſary.— It is neceſſary that ſuch 
perſons ſhould add to their Fal T H, Virtue * — ſhould im- 
prove that Faith, which gives them indeed a place in the 
Chriſtian Church, (but, if it hath not Works, is of no farther 
conſequence than that) into that Faith which bringeth forth 
good Works; and which alone can ſecure them a place in the 
kingdom of Heaven.—And this is that acceptance contended 
for by Sr. James, when he inſiſts, ſo earneſtly as he does, 
upon the impoſſibility of our being juſtified by Falrn 
without Worxs. He means that ſecond kind of Juſtifi- 
cation or acceptance, whereby perſons, already Chriſtians by 
profeſſion, ſhall be admitted into the kingdom of Heaven— 
And this he illuſtrates from the caſe of ABRAHAM; who, 
though he was ſo far juſtified by Faith,” as to be recon- 
ciled with, and reputed © the friend of God, was not ac- 


cepted unto Salvation, until * by Works his Faith was made 
+ Perfect. "x 


6. By this time then it may appear, in the next place, 
that all the confuſion and obſcurity charged upon this Epiſtle 
of St. Paul, is groundleſs; and the ſuppoſed ixconſſtency of 
one part of his Writings. with another, and with what SF. 
James hath alſo ſaid on this ſubject, eaſily cleared up. For, 
from what hath been ſaid, the 1 s doctrine on the 
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fubject of JUSTIFICATION is, briefly, this, and evidently 
uo other than this, vis. That, in order to an Heathen's fl. 
or conditional Juſtification, by which he is admitted into the 
kingdom of Chriſt on Earth, Works of Righteouſneſs are 
not neceſſary ; But that, after ſuch admiſſion, and, in order 
to ſecure what may be called his ſecond or final Juſtification, 
Works of Righteouſneſs are neceſſary.—The jr/ Juſtification 
1s peculiar to thoſe who are newly converted to Chriſtianity ; 
and 1s conferred upon them when they are received into the 
Communion of the Church by Baptiſm ; whereby they are ſaid 
— become heirs according to the hope of eternal life ;“ 
and, in order to which, nothing more was required than a 
profeſſion of Repentance and Faith in Chriſt *:—The ſecond 
Juſtification, by which ſincere Chriſtians become intitled to 
the actual poſſefion of their heavenly inheritance, is reſerved 
unto the conſummation of all things; and is to be obtained 
by nothing leſs than a ** patient continuance in well. doing, 
and a . conſtant enduring unto the end i. On the ground 
of this interpretation then, the Apoſtle's reaſoning will 
appear uniform and conſiſtent, not only with it /eff, but 
with the doctrine of the GospEL, and of the reft of the 
Apoſtles.— He tells us indeed, on ſome occaſions, that we 
are juſtified by Fal TH only, without Works of any kind; 
and, on others, that it is neceſſary to be ** fruitful in every 


© Tit. iii. 7. 1 Act. u. 38. | © Rom. ii. 7. Matt. xxiv. 13. 
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*« ood Mork t;“ agreeing, in this, with St. James, that, 
though Fal TEH alone is ſufficient for our admittance into the 
community of Chriſtians ; yet, that it © is dead, if alone, to 
all the purpoſes of future Happineſi.— In the former caſe, 
he ſpeaks of the #r/7 Juſtification, by which we are received 
into the vifible Church ; in the latter, of the ſecond, by which 
we are accepted unto Salvation.—And where, I pray, is the 
obſcurity, or inconſiſtency, in telling us that, though 

FaiTH alone will ſecure us a place in the Church, yet good 


Works are alſo neceſſary to gain us adieaittance into 
Heaven? 


1 will now diſmiſs this ſubject with a few reflections upon 
the whole. And, 


iſt. We may obſerve that, analogous to the ro kinds 
of JUSTIFICATION fo largely treated of and expounded. 
by the Apoſtle, there are alſo wo kinds of Fal TH ſpoken 
, of. | 3 + | | _ | 


The frf,. is that avowal of their belief in Chriſt, whereby 
perſons, hitherto wnconverted, are admitted into the Church: 
The ſecond, that which bringeth forth, in perſons already 
members of the Church, thoſe fruits of Righteouſne/s in their 

& Rom. ii. 13. 2 Theſſ. i. 11. Coloſſ. i. 10. Tit ii. 8. b Jam. ii. 16. 
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lives, which alone can entitle them to Salvation. — The forft, 
is but a foundation, without a ſuperſtrufure : The ſecond, is 
the firſt Faith built upon, and improved into virtuous actions; 
or, as St. Janes expreſſes it, © by works made perfect *,”— 
The fir/t, is merely a profeſion with the mouth; the ſecond, 
an active principle in the heart.—The firft, the common Faith 
of all Chriſtians, good and bad; being that which intitles 
them to that name, and the preſenhgprivileges of it; The 
ſecond, peculiar to good Chriſtians ;. and that which alone can. 
intitle them to the character and future rewards of ſuch. — 
The int therefore that which a Man may have, and yet be 
a very wicked perſon, and in danger of periſhing eternally (as 
was the caſe of Simon the ſorcerer; who, though he believed. 
and in conſequence of that, was baptized |, yet was pro- 
nounced to be in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond 


* of iniquity ®;”) Whereas the ſecond is that 9 which we 
believe to the ſaving of the /oul ®:"* 


2dly. We hence alſo learn what it is to 10 a true 
CHRISTIAN, as diſtinguiſhed from a merely nominal one 


a Chriſtian, not only in werd, and in longue, but in deed: 
and in truth.” 


i 2 Pet. i. 5—8. * Jam. ii. 22. I AQ, viii. 13. m Verſe 23. 
n Heb. x. 39. 
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A true CurIsTIAN then is he who- improves that f-r/? 
Faith which intitles him indeed to the name, into that ſecond 
Faith which, ſhewing forth it ſelf in good works, completes 
in him the character alſo of a Cbriſtian. Who, on the 
ground of that Hope which is ſet before him on his ad- 
miſſion into the family or . houſbold of God, conducts him- 
ſelf therein as a faithful and obedient Servant; It is he, in 
one word, who © addeth to his FAI TH, YVirtue®;” and, 
t being made free from Sin, in conſequence of his pro- 


Jeſion, and of his having embraced the Goſpel, ** bringeth 


forth Fruit unto holineſs,” in the Uniform tenor of a 
ſober and religious prafice.—On the other hand, he that, 
after embracing the Goſpel. from an unconverted ſtate, or, 
being initiated into it by Bapri/m, contents himſelf with 
that, as a ſufficient title to the future benefits of it Who, 
profeſſing a 4elref in, hath yet not put on Chriſt ;” that is, 
cloathed himſelf with thoſe Virtues which diſtinguiſhed the 
character of Chriſt; but goeth on to make proviſion for 
« the Fe to fulfil the luſts thereof to gratify irregular 
deſires in the purſuit of worldly pleaſures or intereſts—ſuch 
perſon, however he may value himſelf upon the name, or 
avail himſelf of the preſent privileges of a Chriſtian, is no 
more a Chriſtian in reality and to any intent and purpoſe of 


* Eph. ii. 19. P 2 Pet. i. 5» 1 Rom. vi. 22. r Rom, xiii. 14. 
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the Gare privileges of ſuch, than the mereſt Shear bens His 
« FAITH is without WORKS,” and therefore profiteth 
<* nothing.“ It is © alone,” in that caſe, and therefore 
dead: an unprofitable Tree, good for nothing but to be 
% hewn down and caſt into the fire. 


It is a pity that this diſtinction between a nominal and a 
real Chriſtian - between a Chriſtian by profe/ion and a Chriſtian 
in practice, is not more ſeriouſly attended to, and better un- 
derſtood, than it is. It is of infinite importance that it / 
ſhould ; becauſe, on this diſtinction of character, will be 
grounded the d:fferent allotments. of each in the day of recom- 
penſe.—We, of this Country, where Chriſtianity hath been: 
long eſtabliſhed, being born of Chriſtian Parents, are ad- 
mitted into the memberſhip of Chriſt's Church as ſoon as we 
come into the World: Such of us as are bleſſed with 
Parents that have any eye at all to the future welfare of their 
Children in this reſpe& (and ſurely ſuch as have not, have 
much to anſwer for) are inſtructed, as we grow up, in the 
firſt principles of our Religion; and, in a general knowlege, 
at leaſt, of the Scriptures. We are taught to frequent the 
public worſhip of God, when we have an opportunity of 
hearing the Goſpel preached: And, by theſe means, attain a 
knowlege of the doctrines of Chriſtianity ſufficient for the 


11 Cor. xiii. 25 3. t Jam. ii. 17. u Matt. ui. 10. 
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conduct of our lives. And yet, how few are there, even of. 
theſe, comparatively ſpeaking, of whom it can be ſaid with 
truth, that they have © their Converſation as becometh the 
« Goſpel of Chriſt *? They hear the Word of God, and, 
in ſome inſtances, ** receive it alſo with gladneſs”—nay, and 
make reſolutions to obey it ; but the event is, for the moſt part (as 
in the caſe of Seed ſown by the Way-fide, which the Fowls 
of the air pick up—or, on /toney ground, where it never taketh 
root—or, among weeds and thorns, which ſpring up with, and 
choke it) that they either do not regard it at all, or not fo 
regard as to retain it; or, as is more frequently the caſe per- 
haps, are drawn away by the allurements of preſent pleaſures 
or interęſts, from making that improvement under it which 
they ought.— They hear the Word of God; but, conſidering 
it rather as uſeful advice, than as a Rule of Conduct which 
they are bound to obſerve. at tbeir peril, never think of 
forming their lives according to the /aws and precepts of it; 
But, if they can give ſome tolerable account of the articles 
of their Faith—profeſs their belief in CHRIS T—and de- 
clare that they hope to be /aved by him, (though, they 
take no care to keep his commandments) think themſelves 
very good Chriftians—think themſelves intitled to the pro- 
miſes of God through him, | becauſe they call him 
« Lok,“ though © they 4 not the things which he hath 
4 fade.” Es 
| Philipp. i. 27. * Lake vi. 46. 
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Now, perſons of this deſcription do evidently fall ſhort 
of the Character they pretend to; and hazard, in propor- 
tion, the fulneſs of that hope which is ſet before them. 
And, if this be the caſe of ſuch as are merely deficient in 
qualification, through heedleſſneſs and inattention, or 
worldly avocations of any kind; What ſhall we ſay, not 
only of thoſe who abandon themſelves to a courſe of Wick- 
-edneſs (for their caſe, while they continue to do ſo, is de- 
ſperate indeed) but of thoſe who give into the habitual 
practice of any one forbidden gratification whatſoever ?— 

For, beſide thoſe who are notoriouſly profligate ; whom 
neither Conſcience nor Authority can in any wiſe control; 
there is a kind of mixed character current in the World 
(and perhaps more frequently to be met with than any 
other) which, having a greater proportion of good than evil 

in it, —or, becauſe the faulty parts of it hurt none but the 
perſon himſelf to whom it belongs (being, though in ſome 
reſpects a vicious, yet not apparently a miſchievous one) 


paſſes without giving offence to the generality, or uncaſineſs to 
the Offender himſelf: Who conſiders it, taken all in all, as 


no bad one; And becaufe he is not, as many other men 
40 are, an extortioner, unjuſt, adulterer, and ſo on, 
« thanks God” for it with great ſelf. complacency; and has 


no doubt of being accoperd, through his mercies, unto 
eternal Weation. | 
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But the happineſs of another Life (however lightly ſome 
men may have brought themſelves to think of this matter) 
is not to be attained by any man but on the terms of the 
Goſpel: And the terms of the Goſpel are that we © purge 
* our Conſciences from dead Works” of every kind, to 
& ſerve the living God” in whatſoever he hath commanded 
us 7 :—that he that hath zb/s hope,” the hope of /atvation, 
“in him, purify himſelfoas he is pure : that, having theſe 
% promiſes,” and any view to the accompliſhment of them in 
our ſelves, we * cleanſe our ſelves,” not from this or tbat 
ſpecies of, but from all, filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit;“ 
and, in that fear of God” which we profeſs to entertain, 
7 perfect Holineſs *:"—that we add to our FaiTn,” not 
this or that, but all VIX TUE;“ and be careful to main- 
ce tain good Works b,“ not only in a general way, but to 
„ be fruitful,” as far as we are able, in every good 
& Work ©.” —For fins of Infirmity, properly ſo called, —that 
is, ſuch as we fall into through ſurpriſe, or any . ſudden 
emotion of the Mind,—the neceſſary allowances will be 
made: But no Sin, deliberately committed, much leſs habi- 
tually perſiſted in, can be called a fin of Infirmity ; nor will 
the practice of ſuch be overlooked in conſideration of any 
Virtues that may be placed to the other fide of the Account. 


a e jay 14 # 1 Joh. ii. 3. a 2 Cor. vil 1. | 
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For although God doth not expect of us a perfe# Obedience, 
he expects a ſincere one: Whereas © he that Anowingly 
« offends in any one point, though he ſhall keep the whole 
« Law” beſides, cannot be thought fncere in his obſervance 
of the reß. He is accordingly conſidered as actually © guilty 
t of ald: For, in the inſtance in which he doth offend, he 
acts in contempt of that Authority which eſtabliſhed them 
all, though his intereſts or inclinations do not lead him to 
offend againſt it in particular inſtances of any other kind. 


Jam. ii. 10. 
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HE Jus rIrIcATION, or acceptance of Man, with 
God,—whether we underſtand thereby the ii, on 
which the Unconverted are received into the Community of the 
Chriſtian Church on the foundation of their Fal TH, with- 
out any conſideration had of their Yorks—or the /econd, by 
which they, who are already Chriſtians by profe ion, become 
intitled to eternal! Life on the condition of the ſame Fal TH 
operating to the production of Good Worxs—is copiouſſy 
treated of by St. Paul, and particularly in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, and is the avowed ſubject of the foregoing Diſ- 


The former, or ff Juſtification in the iii, iv, v, ix, and x. Chapters of that 
Epiſtle ; And the latter, or ſecond, in the vi, vii, viii, xii, xiii, and xiv, NG 
which alſo is the Juſtification ſpoken of by S/. James. 
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courſe. But, as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks alſo of our being 
< juſtified freely by the GRACE of God *”—of being 
« ſaved by Grace, and not by Works*”"—and of being 
% ſaved, not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we have 
done, but according to his Mercy * ”—and becauſe occa- 
fion hath hence been taken to magnify the Grace of God at 
the expence of his Wiſdom, Truth, and Juſtice; and to ſug- 
geſt an idea that Men may be finally ſaved through this 
Grace or Favor of God independently of their own Conduct; I 
have thought it not improper to ſubjoin, by way of Sup- 
plement, a remark or two on the ſubject, in order to ſhew 
that Juſtification by GRACE is not a ſpecies or mode of Juſ- 
tification d:/irnd from thoſe which have been already treated 
of; but a manner of expreſſion made uſe of by the Apoſtle, 
in order to point out what that is, on Gop's part, which 
renders them effectual to their reſpective purpoſes, on the 
conditions to be performed on the part of Man. Thus, 
although, in paſſing from an unconverted ſtate to the profef- 
ſion of Cbriſtianity, Men are juſtified, or received into the. 
Communion of Chriſt's Church on Earth, on the ground of 
their FAiTH ; and ſhall be finally accepted unto Salvation on 
the condition of a ſuitable Obedience as the fruit of it; Yet 
neither would their FarTH intitle them to the former, nor 
any © Works of f Rightcouſneſs which they can do,” to the 
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latter, but for the Grace or favor of him who is pleaſed to 
accept them reſpectively with all their imperfections. The 
GRACE of God therefore does not put us into the way of 
Salvation at firſt, nor into the poſſeſſion of it at laſt, uncon- 
ditionally; but is that, and that alone, which renders our per- 
formance of the conditions fectual to the r for 
which they were . 


With IM to the firſt or fundamental Juſtification, the 
Objects of it, as hath already been obſerved, were the un- 
converted, whether GENTILES or Jews. The former of 
theſe are deſcribed in Scripture as ſunk into the loweſt and - 
moſt abandoned ſtate of Vice and Uncleanneſs—*< filled 
« with all unrighteouſneſs and wickedueſs'—in their prin- 
ciples, * full of envy, murderous paſſions, contention, de- 
% ceit, and malignity'”—in their pradtice, ©* whiſperers, 
0 flanderers, haters of God, deſpiteful and inſolent to Men, 
< proud, boaſters, inventors of evil things, diſobedient to 
Parents, Covenant-breakers, without natural affection, 
« implacable, and unmerciful”—and all this, in defiance of 
the admonitions of their own natural Rea/on and Conſcience, 
as © knowing,” at the ſame time, the judgment of God, 
that they who commit ſuch things are worthy of death.“ 
—Such was the ſtate of the GENTILES: And the Jews, we 


Rom. i, 29—32. 
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are told, were equally vicious and inexcuſable, as“ doing 
the very ſame things.“ And yet theſe very perſons, 
upon profeſſing their helzef in Chriſt, and ſincerely embrac- 
ing his Religion, are ſaid to have been “ purged from their 
&* old ſins s, and © reconciled unto God®;” to be no 
«© more flrangers and foreigners, but Ffellow-citizens with the 
* Saints, and of the houſhold of God ';” that is, to have been 
' juſtified, or accepted unto a participation of the preſent pri- 
vileges of the Goſpel, folely on the ground of their Fal TH. 
Now, what was there in the character of perſons of this 
deſcription, that could poſſibly have given them a claim 
upon the quſtice of God for ſuch bleſſings as theſe? When 
therefore we find ſuch perſons thus * tranſlated into the 
© kingdom of his Son !,” merely on account of their FAI TR, 
it can only be attributed to his Grace or Favor. And ac- 
cordingly the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of perſons thus reconciled 
to God, in virtue of what we call the i Juſtification, ſays 
that they are juſtified freely, by his Grace ® — that, by 
& Grace they are ſaved,” (or put into the way of Salvation) 
« through FaiTn, not of themſelves, it being the git of 
« God®;” and finally, that, not by works of Righteouſ- 
«© neſs which they had done, but according to his Mercy 
« he ſaved them, that, being juſtified by his Grace, they 
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* ſhould be made heirs roaring to the hope of eternal 
* hte . 


— 


So much for Grace, as it operates in obtaining, for 
the unconverted, that firſt Juſtification whereby they are ad- 


mitted into the Communion of Chriſt's vifible Church on 
Earth. 


But neither is our ſecond and fnal Juſtification, or accept- 
ance unto /ife eternal, in conſequence of any good Works 
which our Faith may be ſuppoſed to produce, attainable, but 
through the ſame Grace or favor of God?. In other words, 
we can have no more claim upon God for our admiſſion into 
Heaven, on account of any good Works conſequent to our 
frft Juſtification, than we could have for our admiſſion into 


his Church by that e Juſtification it ſelf on account of our 


Faith. It is as much of his Grace or favor that our Works 
are accepted in the latter caſe, as it is that our FAT AH is 
accepted in the former. It is true indeed that, the Goſpel- 
Covenant once eſtabliſhed, we are intitled, by' promiſe, to the 
rewards of it, on performing the conditions required on our 
part: Vet, when it is conſidered how much we fall ſbort in 
practice of that which 7s required of us; and how much 
more, conſiſtently with the ſtricteſt juſtice, might have been 

„Tit. iii. 5, 7. Taylor's Key to the Apoſtolic Writings, F. 377. 
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required how deficient we are in the article of a Warks, 
and how poor a title our ſincereſt Repentance and beſt Obe- 
dience are to, ſuch a reward as eternal happineſs, at the ſame 
time that a faule/s and unſinning Obedience might have 
been exacted we cannot but eſteem it an inſtance of Grace 
and favor on God's part, that he ſhould allow us the benefit 
of ſuch a Covenant, and confer upon us ſo invaluable a 
bleſſing, on fuch eaſy and reaſonable conditions 2. And ac- 
cordingly, to this very principle of Grace and Love to 
„% Mankind” it is attributed in the Goſpel, that * he gave 
his only-begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him,” 
ſo as alſo to obey him in ſincerity, ** ſhould not periſh, but | 
8 un everlaſting l fe. Ys ; 
Upon the whole chere, we are ſaid to be 
e juſtified Freely by God's GRack, it is not to be under- 
ſtood that he hath prede/iinated any to ſalvation of his mere 


2 This perhaps may be aptly illuſtrated By the following inſtance. A Man 
covenants with his Neighbour to give him a confiderable ſum of money for a very 
inconfiderable ſervice—a thouſand pounds, ſuppoſe, for a day's work on his eftate— 
His neighbour performs the work; and, having % done, is intitled, by covenant, to 
the ſtipulated ſum. And yet, no man will ſay that his work intitled him to it. 
No! his claim is founded in the terms of his contra; and, that theſe were ſo ad- 
vantageous, was owing to the mere Grace and favor of his employer, who was 
pleaſed, for ſo inadequate a ſervice, to promiſe him ſo large a recompen/e. 


+ John iii. 16. © 
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favor, e any reſpect to their conduct (as se have 


ſuggeſted), but only that he hath #reely called the Nations 
of the Earth to the knowlege of that Far TA, whereby they 
are juſtified in the fi inſtance ; and will frech alſo accept 
unto fatoation, finally, all ſuch as, in conſequence of that 
Fairn, ſhall bave ** maintained god Works” to the beſt 
of their power, however fhort of all claim to ſuch ſalvation 
on account of any intrinfic merit of their own. In a word; 
The Grace of God is not that which juſtifies us indepen- 


dently- of - any thing elſe ; but the medium through which our 


FAI r is rendered ęfectua to the firft Juſtification, and our 
good Works (when performed in APE. IN to the 
completion of, the ſecond, | | e 


